
Issues and Trends in Public Support for Wetlands 
Conservation

Eric Eckl
June 22, 2007



Water is a high priority for Americans

Gallup Poll, 2004



Water is a high priority for Kentuckians

2002 Online Public Opinion Poll on the Environment



Water is a high priority for Virginians

Results of a Recent Survey of Virginia Voters on River and Bay Issues, 2004



Water tops most other issues

Variations on 

ñwaterò

ñwetlandsò

The Environmental Deficit: Survey on American Attitudes on the Environment , 2004



Four Crucial Questions
·How much of what wetlands 

conservationists say and write do everyday 
citizens understand? 

·How often do they actually hear from us, 
anyway? 

·What does the future hold for public 
opinion about wetlands conservation?

·What does this mean, and what do we do?
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Crucial Question #1

How much of what 

wetlands conservationists 

say and write do everyday 

citizens understand? 



Wetlands loss/water pollution

Source: Minnesota Report Card on Environmental Literacy
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Source: Vermonters Awareness of and Attitudes Towards Sprawl Development, 2002 
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